END OF THE KING AND OF THE GIRONDE

the two cabinet ministers be placed under domiciliary
arrest. They were so badly guarded that twelve sub-
sequently managed to escape.

Few men can, in their maturity, demolish their gods
with their own hands and set up others as worthy to
whom they can be loyal. Robespierre was not such a
man. He was to remain a skilful parliamentarian, and
was to become a forceful governor and able adminis-
trator, but was to grow increasingly nervous, bitter,
suspicious, intolerant, ego-centric, and at times terri-
fying. In serving his country and the Revolution, he
destroyed himself. During the last few months of his
career there is evidence of mental and physical break-
down. Even had Thermidor resulted in a victory,
Robespierre would soon have cracked. Saint-Just said
to him once: "Calm yourself, the phlegmatic carry off
the victory". It is quite probable that the defeat of the
Thermidorians would, in the end, not have been a
victory for Robespierre, but for the phlegmatic Saint-
Just. He had not worn himself out, as had his friend,
and was by temperament better fitted to withstand the
strain.

The epilogue to Robespierre's struggle with the
Gironde was played in October of that year, when the
Gironde leaders were turned over to the Revolutionary
Tribunal. The armed rebellion they and their escaped
colleagues had fostered in time of war sealed their fate.
Garat tried to intercede with Robespierre on their
behalf and gives an account of his interview with him
in his memoirs. He suggested the creation of a special
tribunal to try the Girondins, receiving the curt reply:
"The Revolutionary Tribunal is good enough for
them". He then asked if there were any objection to
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